- i Aafthe At, ſhall bein the Kingdom: 


For Railing a very Conſiderable 


 Summ of Money on Ships and other Veſſels, whereby the Sea as well 
as the Land may be made to Contribute to the Defence of Both. 
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L.:; HAT there be a general Tax laid onall the Ships, Barques, Barges, Lighters, Boats, Bottoms, or other Veſſels, whatſoever, :hat go 
upon the Water, by way of Tunnage, at the rate of twelve pence per Tun to be paid by the Owners and Proprietors of all ſuch 
Veſſels, that are for the time being within this Kingdom of Ezglaud, Dominions of Wales, or Town of Berwick upon Tweed, -or within 
any of the Ports, Havens, Harbours, Creeks, and Roads belonging to the ſame, to be pid within a limited time. And publick 

Gaugers tobe appointed at every Cuſtom-Houſe or Port to Collet It, taking 1n all the Havens and Creeks within their reſpective Diſtricts. 

IE. Secondly, That allShips and other Veſſels, that are at this time abroad-in Voyages, do-pay their Tunnage at the aforeſaid rate of twelve 
Pence per Tun on their arrival to their teſpeQive Ports of Diſcharge in E-g1ard, and not admitted ro be diſcharged at the Cuſtom-Houſe till this 

uty be paid. 

TIT. That sfter all the aforeſaid Ships, Barques, Barges, Lighters, Boats, and other Veſſels have paid this General Tax of twelve pence per 
Tu, all Trading Veffelsgo pay twelve pence-per Tun Outwards, and twelve pence per Tun Inwards, to the Officers appointed to Collect the ſame 
at the ripeltive Cuſtom Houſes during the Term of three years from the twenty fifth of December next enſuing. | 

IV; That ll Coatt Trading Veſſels, Barges, Lighters, Boats, @&c, pay twelve pence per Tun yearly during the Term aforeſaid 3 beſides the 
general charge of :+1v& pence per Tun in the firſt Article, $ | 
: V. That there ve : General Office kept in the Port of Londoy, for a Correſpondency with all 'the Out Ports in reference to this Duty, and 
. for the obſervance of ſuch Orders, Rules, and Directions as ſhall in purſuance of an'AG of Parliament be given to this purpoſe. 


The Method for ColleQing this Tax, and the proper Officers to be employed : {their Qualifications, 'and the Proviſions to be made for ſe- 
curing the payment of this Duty according to the juſt Gauge of every Veſſel, and the Penalties of ſuch as ſhall make default, with,divers 
other things relating to this Duty ſhall be ready to be preſented in due time,jwhen the,matifty herein is approved of. 4 : | 


, Gt, < | 7 "4 
LP | The Reaſons for this Tunnage-Tax, (amojyſt many otÞrs) maybe 


Þ. FJOLRST, Becauſe it will amount to a very conſiderable Summ. tes 
| Il. It may be made acertain Fund for a ſecurity to any Bankers that ſhall advance Money on the Credit of the 'Act, 
I, A'great part of the Money will be raiſed in a very ſhort time on all the Ships,and other;Nellcls, that for the time being, after the paſling 


_ 


” IV. ThE Method of ColleQing it will be lefs chargeable than other Publick Taxes. _— : 
V. 'Tis twolt reaſonable that the Produtt of the Profits of the Trade at Sea ſhould bear ſome part of the Burthen with the Land. 
VI. *Tis a moſt eaſie Tax in Compariſon of the uſual Land Taxes, for according ito the loweſt computation there are few Veſſels that with 

Rigging, Tackle, and all their Furniture, are not worth, to be ſold, more than three pounds per Tun, for which is paid but one Shilling, the 

ſixtieth part: Whereas the Land Taxes, at three. pence per pound per m&ſexr, come.to three Shillings,in the pound, which is near a ſixth part per a- 

#um*% whereas the Tunnage propoſcd is but the ſixtieth part of the lntrinfickwalhe/of the,Ships anfVeſſels hereby charged! 7 +a") 

- =VII. A Tenement of thirty pounds per annum pays, at the rate aforeſaid, aboutFfive Foutgy, | ;3 

- hundred Tun pays no more. And after the deduQtion of Laborers and Servants Wagesad#dfhet neceſſary Charges in manuring the' Land 

Eſtate of thirty pounds per azm#m, -and deduCtion of all the Charges of a Ship of an hundred Tun for one years Trading, the Produ@ of the 

clear Profit of this Ships Trade for one year, is uſually at leaſt four times as much as the profir of this Tenement of thirty pounds per arnnmurr, 

that pays notwithſtanding, at the rate aforeſaid, as much as the propoſed Tunnage. -: | | 
VIIL. Tt is alſo to be confidered the Land hath on all occaſions for ſome ſcores of years laſt paſt been burthened with many repeated heavy 
Taxes, whereas the Merchants and Owners of Ships, that Trade at Sea, have been wholly exempted. 
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Objcion. - If it be Objefted that the Merchants pay a Duty for all Goods that they Export or Import. 


Anſwer is hy ERE muſt be a diſtintion made between the Profit of the Ship by way of Freight, and the Produtt of the Merchants Cargoe, 


which are different things. | | | 
IT. Many Owners get great Eſtates, only by the Freight of their Ships, that never Trade by way of  Merchandize, and they pay no Duty. 


III. The Merchant never loſeth,, but oftengains, by the Kings Cuſtoms; for he advanceth 'the price of the Commodity anſwerable.to the 
Charge of the Cuſtoms, only the Merchant lays it out, and the Country reimburſe them again with Advantage. . 

IV. But when the Merchant runs his Goods without paying Cuſtom (which is not unuſual) in this,Caſe the Merchants Gains are much the 
-greater by reaſon of the Cuſtoms, for he ſells as if he had paid the Duty, and makes the Country pay — 

V. The Revenue ariſing by the Cuſtoms is applyed ſolely to the Ute, 'Service, Benefit, and Advantage of thoſe that Trade at Sea. And the 
Cuſtoms by the A& of Tunnage and Poundage, are given to that very end and purpoſe, for the Guarding and Defending of the Seas, and 
very probably the-King adds a great part of the other Revenue alſo towards it, . Sn though'the Country as aboveſaid, in effe&, do repay the 
Cuſtoms, yet the Merchants and Owners have the ſolebenefit of it. es - 

And for all theſe (and other Reaſons, too large to enumerate) the Duty of Cuſtom can be no reaſon to exempt the Merchants and Owners 
from the Duty of Tunnage herein propoſed. | . ; 

If any other Obje&ions ſhould be made, when known, they may receive an Anjwer. 

If the Propoſer receives Enconragement, he intends to offer Propoſals for Advancing, the Revenue of their Majeſties Cuſtoms at leaſt 400001. per 
annum, without any Additional Impoſition 5 and which ſhall be alſo for the Advantage of all Merchants that juſtly pay their Majeſties Cuſtoms, 
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-Perfare un: to the PublickTax, and a ShiSof an - 
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